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PAGE 01 LUSAKA 00554 281550Z 
ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO SCA-01 L-03 PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 
SS-15 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 DODE-OO PA-01 PRS-01 
USIA-06 /066W 

281616 074376/40 

P R 281535Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5095 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPETOWN 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

SECRET LUSAKA 0554 

CAPETOWN FOR EMBASSY 

REF: LUSAKA 0532 (NOTAL); LUSAKA 0526 (NOTAL) 

1 . EMBASSY QUERIED BY SHADRACK SOKO OF THE TIMES OF 
ZAMBIA AFTERNOON FEB 28 REGARDING PRESENCE OF AMERICAN 
MERCENARIES FROM RHODESIA IN ZAMBIA. SOKO, WHEN TOLD 
THAT THE EMBASSY HAD NO INFORMATION ON SUCH REPORTS, 

SAID THAT THE TIMES CORRESPONDENT IN THE COPPERBELT 
REPORTED THAT THE PLANE USED BY MERCENARIES IS AT THE 
LUANSHYA AIRPORT AND THAT THEY WERE BEING HELD AND 
INTERROGATED BY THE ZAMBIAN ARMY. 

2. AT THE TIME OF SOKO'S CALL DAVID MARTIN OF THE 

LONDON OBSERVER WAS WITH EMBASSY OFFICER AND EXPRESSED DISBELIEF 
THAT THE EMBASSY DID NOT KNOW OF THE MERCENARIES PRESENCE 
IN ZAMBIA. MARTIN SAID HE HAD HAD HARD CONFIRMATION OF THE 
STORY FOR A WEEK. MARTIN WENT ON TO SAY THAT THE LONDON OBSERVER 
FEB 27 CARRIED STORY THAT THE MERCENARIES WERE BEING HELD 
AND QUESTIONED IN ZAMBIA. LOW 

SECRET 
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